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attached to a bell/'* Nobel reckoned that this new material would
find a market for other purposes besides building, especially in
Egypt. " The tubes described in the appendix/' he wrote, " would,
if properly adapted and produced in large quantities, make it
possible, through the cheapness of their manufacture, to convey
the water of the Nile below the surface of the ground into the
desert, in which case it would not evaporate before reaching its
destination. The water flowing through the pipes would prevent
them from decaying inside, while the outside could be protected
with sand mixed with salt, such as is available locally. The
power of the flowing water could be applied to useful purposes/'
Such extravagant ideas are entirely characteristic of Nobel; and
another one is worthy of being recorded. In a letter to Robert
Nobel written in 1862, he mentions that he has a scheme for
catching and training young seals, which are to be muzzled and
tamed in a convenient pond until they answer to their names and
eat out of the hand, etc, " If I should require even more from
them later on," he wrote, " it would not exceed the capacity of
these animals/1 Nobel had, in earlier days in Russia, with some
slight support from the Government, carried out a series of ex-
periments with self-driven mines; the problems which he en-
deavoured to solve had, however, obviously offered difficulties
incapable at the time of a satisfactory solution. He seems at this time
to have been speculating upon the possibility of using trained seals as
live motors for the mines, for after mentioning that he had finished a
treatise on mines, which he was thinking of submitting to King
Karl XV, he wrote immediately after the passage quoted above:
" My plans with these animals also have something to do with this, if
you can get them and train them in the manner indicated, and I shall
at once tell you how the matter has gone through and what is to be
done/' We do not know to what extent this quaint proposal,

* The fear of being butied alive is, oddly enough, sometimes exptessed in his son
Alfred's letters, and even in his will.                                                  *
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